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DM will be able 10 wipe out the BMW Bavaria’s prce
vantage over the two models it replaces
sedans. These 6cvlinder models, currently BMW's largest 28 »a
cars, were introduced in late 1968 us BMW's entry in a field
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MW BAVARIA

One of the world's best buys in luxury sedans

ANY COMMENTS oa the price of a German prode however, and the Musich firm was moved 10 do soame re
may be obsolese by the tine this s printed. what admsting of the S-cylinder line's price structure. A new ver
with the Deutschmark’s valuge so mech up i the sion of the car, called “Bavana® for the US market, was
air. But 00 upward revaluation anticipated for the ntroduced this vear; some of the standard equipment of the

ter
the

fe

29008 and 2800y was taken out, and though be
the 2500 and 28500 and 2 8diter engines remain available in Furope
vailable in the US. So the Bavaria s simply &

inmmed 2800, and not detrsmmed at that. The West

of luxurious high-speed sedans dominated by Mercedes-Bens Coast prices compare thus

many ‘In \ll";hl\’l o u'nl!'.u.nf\\ ,;m:.’\I'\L'.r-lr- 2500 23000 Haveria

were and are a bt lews forma somew hat ghter, Laster Basic lest CE84s AT S8 7
quicker, just @ roomy, and probably not quite as Ju

2 other words, thair appeal was 10 someons who The Bavaria has about the same trm and oquipment as (e

something just & bit more sporting in his 4-door

2500 and 2800 pever sold as well as BMW hoped,

2500 and the engine of the 2800; so the price reduction
real, as far as we can tell. There is one hooker, though: Hofl-
man Motors, BMW importer for the US,, is in the h abit of



piving cars low basic prices and then ordering them all with
cortasn “mandatory options.” So the Bavana's price isn't
quite as low as it seems. Optioms brought our test car up o
$6386 including the $100 preparation charge, and it will be
very difficult for any customer 10 actually get a Bavaria
without most of these options—particularly the air comdi-
toniag, power steering. XAS tires, tinted glass and Skai up-
holvtery. These items are more-or-bess mormal for a car of
thas type, and a basic Mercedes 250 sedan costs over $6500,
So, though the Bavaria's price is quste in line, it should not
be comidered 2 $5000 car. $6000 would be more like it

Now to the car. It is a high.quality, straightforward com-
pact sedan with room for four or five people, a large trunk,
pood sccelerstion, high top speed, quictness of operation,
pood handling and topnoich brakes. The sort of car one
buys if one wants good, fast transportation for full-size peo-
ple without having 10 manage a barge in traffic

The indine 6-cyf engine is the best of ity type in the workl
A typical BMW camnhafi<chain whir gives this umit an al-
most musical quality, blending with a mellow but inseres:.
ing exhaust note; mechanical poise i at & munimum and
sceans 10 have been reduced from earbier 2800x. For the
Bavarsa, a 1.64:1 final drive s used, versus the 3.45:1 of
2500, and this makes & noticeable contnbution 10 accelera-
tion but leaves high-apeed cruising reasonably quiet o slight.
Ity busy. The geanng alwo means that top speed is limited by
the engine redline rauther than power available, so those
given o wideopen cruning had best keep an eye on the
tachometer, And those who drive ia speeddimited places—
alas, most of us—had best heep an eye on the specdometer
(which, in line with wual BMW practice, s substantially
optimsistic), for this is a car that just wants 10 go fast. At 70
mph it seems 10 be merely warmsing up, getting ready for
servous work!

Lean carburetion 10 meet US. emission regulations means
an occasional stumble when accelerating, and when starting
from cold there are various misbehaviors such as too-high
idling speed and severe stumbling. All thes is too typical of
cans moeting 1971 eminvon  regulations with  carbuirelon
ruther than fuel injection

Once warmed up, though, the engine generally behaves
ascll and smooth driving s reasonably easy and very re-
warding. The gearbox & really marvelous, with quiet gears
and a shift limkage that must be the envy of every carmaker
in the world. Ope pensistent BMW quirk remains: a noisy
chutch throwout beanng

One sits high in the Bavana, looking out through & big
windshucld and tall glass 2l around. It really doesa’t seem
very small, het it's plenty mameuverable and mn contrast 1o
a domestic sedan of oqual carrying capacity it is small at
185 . long and 69 10, wide. The ZF power steering is goul,
better than on earfser 2500-2800%, giving a feel reasonably
close 10 that of unassinted steenng. But the steerning wheel is
100 hig and 100 high

In on-the-road handling the Bavaria » delightful, though
with 175-14 nires it doesn't have bundles of cormerning pow-
er; the Michelin XAS tires, with their ssymmetnical tread,
are great im ihe rain but unless inflated very hard they squeal
in beik driving. There's lots of suspension travel and the
sprngs and shocks are supple, 0 one can drive fast on most
my kind of road surface. Something is slightly off, how-
ever, im the relation of front-do-rear spring or shock calibra-
toes, because there's a distimct bobbing mation to the ride
over gontly undulating surfaces

The brakes are superb, hauling the car down from any
speed in a reasonable distance and with fine directional con-
trol; they abw come through our standard fade test with no
fade, as you'd expect from 4.wheel discs. They are vacwum
boosted and some stafl membens felt they were a bit 1o
light: i any casc there o, as with the steenng. a good rela-
tombip between driver effort and what happens at the tires.

We baven't soen 2 “standard” Bavaria ntersor and prob.
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ably never will. The optional one, upholstered in Skal (which
s BMW's partscular type of vanyl), o about equal to that of
the 2002 in plushness. 1t's by no means stark, though there's
nothing ternibly rich about i, The indevidual front seats are
firm i the typical German manoer and likely to be very
comiorable over the long haul; they offer itthe side support,
%0 one must rely on the 3-point belis for that. These have
boen improved; they pow hook onto i Rved bracket between
the seats so that there are no loager separate inboard belts
to mess with, But the anchorage point for the shoulder part
w100 hgh, causing the belt to nde too mear the necks of
most fromt-seat occupants. The seathacks adjust over a faer-

ly wide range; however, with that large stcenng wheel we »—»




BAVARIA

wishing for a steering column also adjustable for rake
front seat. What about the rear? In a word, it's
wable. Deugned primarily for two people., it has a central
somrest that fobds up 1o make way for a third. For an aver
age msade there's plenty of beadroom and legroom: an over-
sin-footer will be somewhat cramped there. There's plenty
of Juggage space for an extended trip for four people; near-
Iy 15 cu {1 in a deep, well finmhed trunk. Our car had the
opuional toolkit whech drogn down from the trunilid 1o re
veal an impressive collection of 1ools, spare bulbs and fuses
and even three spare sparkplugs. Perhaps youll never need
much of this stufl, but ity sure a great convenation plece
when you're intimadating your Cadillac-owning neighbors
with the BMW s workmanship

Speaking of workmanship, the test car had it in abun
dance: beautiful paint (the metallic wiver pant that costs
extra and s difficult 1o match), well-firted upholstery, neat
edges, a nicely finnhed underhood with enough Imstruction
plagues 10 comstitute a weond owner's manual, and » thor-
oughly rattle- and squeak-free body

And as » peripheral point, the Bavaria's tallight assem
bies are noteworthy. They are large and are divided into
dintingt sopments for their various functions mormal runming

lights, dsrectionals, stoplighty and bachugs The directionals
are amber, as on many imported cars lasely and benefit
from that color as well as from being e te segments
When we see taillights that simply go brighter and dimmer
as the directionals fash or which extinguish the stophights
on one side it bocomes o obvious how supenor the
HMW's arrangement o

We could wax ecstatic abowt the Bavaria. It is only fair
@ menton we have had consderable feedback frol
owners who have had mechanical problems with early 2500
and 2800x, but BMW has a good record of correcting faults
once discovered, Assuming that most of the early problens
have been solved mow (only an RET Owner Survey can con
firm this to us for sure) and giving the Bavara doe crodit
for its almost incredibly pood driving characteristics, we can
conclude by saying that it is one of the workl’s best buys s
luxury sedans,




ROAD TEST
BMW BAVARIA
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